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PRESIDENT BUSH'S EDUCATION BILL A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION, 
BUT HAS POTENTIAL FOR PITFALLS, SAYS UD EDUCATION EXPERT 
President Bush's "No Child Left Behind" education bill, which he signed into legislation 
yesterday, is a step in the right direction but could create a "two-tiered" system that would 
hurt poor schools, says a University of Dayton teacher education expert. 
"Overall, I think any effort to strengthen education potential, particularly for those 
students in urban school systems, will pay dividends in the long run," says Thomas Lasley, 
dean of the School of Education and Allied Professions. "But I have my concerns." 
The bill sets new student achievement standards for the nation's public schools, 
including annual math and reading tests in grades 3-8 to measure schools' performance 
beginning in the 2005-06 school year. School districts get greater flexibility in spending federal 
aid, and parents get the right to transfer their children out of poor performing schools. 
"I essentially agree with these new standards," says Lasley, whose latest book is titled 
Strategies for Effective Teaching (McGraw-Hill, 2000). "What I don't support are teachers and 
schools so preoccupied with tests that they create a less educationally rich environment for 
these children." 
Lasley says he has misgivings that too much focus on preparing students for the annual 
tests will leave little time for developing intellectual curiosity and problem-solving skills, which 
are at the "heart of real learning." 
"My fear is, we'll create a two-tiered education system- one system for the privileged 
and educationally rich, with environments that are oriented toward intellectual challenges, and 
another for the educationally poor that leads to highly scripted curricula. We have an obligation 
as educators to create good learning environments, not just rooms to teach students how to do 
better on tests." 
He adds, "I never really cared if my kids passed or didn't pass a test. I wanted to know 
if their teachers were nurturing a delight and joy for reading. I wanted to know that my daughter 
would still be interested in reading at the age of 30." 
For media interviews, contact Tom Lasley at (937) 229-3557 or via e-mail at 
thomas.lasley@notes.udayton.edu. 
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